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Subject:  "qiliJSTIOHS  AHD  AHSTJ3ES , "    Information  fron  the  Bureaus  of  Plant  Industry, 
Agricultural  Chemistry  and  Engineering,  ond  Hone  Economics. 
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"ell,  Christmas  has  cone  and  gone,  — out  questions  are  always  with  us.  And 
as  night  he  expected,  the  very  first  question  is  ahout  the  care  of  those  handsome 
Christnas  plants  many  of  us  received.    There's  mother  after-Christmas  question  fron 
a  girl  who  received  a  pair  of  vanity  lamps  as  a  gift,  and  a  plain  practical  question 
a"b out  lisle  yarn. 

First  Question:     "Vfe  received  3  poinsettias  for  Christnas  and  a  Jerusalem 
cherry.     Is  there  anything  special  we  ought  to  know  ahout  caring  for  then?    And  how 
ahout  the  paper  white  narcussv.s  which  are  now  in  bloom.?" 

Here's  what  the  plant  scientists  in  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  say: 
All  the  plants  received  at  Christnas  tine  have  heen  suddenly  subjected  to  a 
very  severe  change.    They  were  moved  fron  the  moist  atmosphere  and  suitable  tempera- 
ture of  a  greenhouse  or  a  florist's  store  to  the  dryness  of  the  ordinary  house. 
Even  when  you  have  a  number  of  radiator  pans  and  keep  them  filled  with  water  you 
can't  give  the  plants  the  some  hind  of  moisture  they  had  in  the  greenhouse.  You 
could  improve  the  atmosphere  a  little  if  you  boil  a  tea-kettle  of  water  in  or  near 
the  room  where  the  plants  are,  and  let  the  steam  escape.    Do  this  once  a  day.  And 
you  could  put  felt  pads  in  the  saucers  under  the  flower  pots  and  keep  then  moist. 
Or  use  peat,  moss,  or  absorbent  cotton  for  the  pads.    This  is  better  than  letting 
water  stand  in  the  saucers.    The  plants  also  need  cool  air  and  lots  of  sunshine.  So 
keep  then  in  a  sunny  room  that  is  a  little  cooler  than  the  rest  of  the  house,  if  you 
can. 


How  about  your  poinsettias.    The  "bright  red  leaves  around  the  flower  clusters 
trill  probably  drop  off  by  the  end  of  the  holidays.    But  the  plant  will  flower  again 
next  vrinter  if  you  give  it  a  four-months'  rest  period,  until  the  first  of  ""ay.  Put 
it  in  a  cool  place-  between  40  and  50  degrees  Fahrenheit,  where  there's  no  danger 
of  freezing.    The  soil  will  dry  out,  but  do  not  water  it.    About  the  first  of  Hay 
you  can  cut  the  branches  bach  end  repot  it.    Later  you  can  set  it  in  the  ground  out 
of  doors,  right  in  its  own  pot,  to  stay  until  fall. 

The  Jerusalem  cherry  will  thrive  and  keep  its  bright  red  fruits  in  a  reason- 
ably high  temperature.    It  needs  sunshine  and  moderate  watering.    Set  it  in  the 
ground  in  the  spring.     It  will  fruit  next  year  but  not  as  abundantly  as  before. 

About  -our-  narcissus  bulbs:    You  can't  force  the  same  bulbs  to  bloom  next 
year.    They  have  about  exhausted  the  plant  food  materials  already  stored  in  them. 
Host  gardeners  would  discard  such  bulbs  and  start  over  with  a  fresh  lot  next  fall. 
However,  a  bulb  expert  might  get  blooms  two  years  from  now  by  saving  and  planting 
these  bulbs  for  two  successive  seasons  without  trying  to  force  them. 

How  here's  a  problem  answered  by  the  lighting  specialists  of  the  Bureaus  of 
Agricultural  ^.-jineering  and  Home  Economics.    A  girl  writes: 

"One  of  my  nicest  Christmas  presents  was  a  pair  of  vanity  lamps  for  my  dress- 
ing table.     But  the  rest  of  the  room  isn't  lighted  the  way  I'd  like  it,  and  as  we 
intend  to  change  it  all  maybe  you  could  suggest  what  other  lights  we  should  consider I 

The  lighting  specialists  say  that  the  best  bed-room  lighting  calls  for  a  good 
ceiling  fixture  for  general  lighting  and  several  double  convenience  outlets  near  the 
floor  for  portable  lamps,  including  the  vanity  lamps  on  the  bureau.    Double  conven- 
ience outlets  on  two  or  three  walls  usually  make  it  possible  to  move  furniture  about 
and  still  plug  in  lights  anywhere  you  want  them. 

For  the  ceiling  fixture  the  engineers  recommend  a  semi-indirect  type,  con- 
trolled b-  a  switch  near  the  door.    Heedless  to  say,  light-colored  walls  and  ceiling 
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help  diffuse  the  light  iron  this  fixture. 

The  extra,  convenience  outlets  make  it  possible  to  have  several  kinds  of  light 
in  your  room.    You  could  have  a  "pin-up"  lamp  over  the  head-board  for  reading  in 
"bed,  or  a  "bedside  light  on  your  night  table,  or  a  little  night  light  near  the  floor. 
A  7-watt  bulb  gives  enough  light  to  walk  to  the  doorway.    But  for  reading,  be  sure 
to  have  a  big  light-  75  or  100-watt ,  properly  shaded  and  preferably  with  a  diffusing 
bowl.    If  the  room  is  large  enough  for  an  easy  chair,  you  nay  want  a  floor  lamp  near 
it  for  reading  or  sewing.    Of  course  the  extra  convenience  outlets  vail  also  be  use- 
ful for  such  things  as  an  electric  heater  or  curling  iron,  or  even  an  iron  to  press 
clothes. 

Our  next  question  is  answered  by  textile  specialists  in  the  Bureau  of  Hone 
pconomics.     "V/hat  is  lisle,  as  we  use  the  word  in  'lisle  stockings'?    Is  it  pure 
cotton,  or  a  mixture?    Is  it  made  in  this  country?" 

Lisle  is  a  fine,  pure  cotton  yarn,  mercerized  to  give  it  snoothness  and  lus- 
tre. A  great  deal  of  lisle  is  now  made  in  the  U.  S.  although  the  name  came  origin- 
ally from  France,  —  the  city  of  Lisle  (promounced  Leel) ,  'This  same  kind  of  cotton 
yarn  is  also  used  to  make  lisle  underwear  and  lightweight  knit  garments. 

The  Bureau  of  Hone  3cononics  recently  designed  full-fashioned  white  lisle 
hose  for  nurses  and  others  who  dress  in  all-white,  and  need  stockings  that  can  be 
washed  in  hot  soap  suds  or  if  necessary  sterilized.    After  thorough  testing  the  de- 
sign has  been  released  to  manufacturers,  and  at  least  one  firm  is  making  these  fine 
white  lisle  stockings.    They  cone  in  three  lengths,  with  a,  two-way  stretch  welt  and 
a  run  stop  near  the  top.     The  manufacturers  nay  also  make  then  in  a  fashionable 
shade  of  tan  and  in  black  to  go  with  dark  uniforms,  if  there  is  enough  demand. 

That's  our  third  and  last  question  for  today.    Hext  week  we'll  have  questions 
on  planning  the  food  garden  and  other  January  problems. 
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